


He kōrero hirahira tēnei i te reo Māori o tā 
Tūhoe whai wāhi ki te pakanga ki Ōrākau.

Ko Te Rautakitahi o Tūhoe ki Ōrākau, he kōrero whakahirahira nā Tā 
William Te Rangiua ‘Pou’ Temara i te reo Māori mō tā Tūhoe whai wāhi ki te 
pae o te riri ki Ōrākau i ngā pakanga o Aotearoa. He mea tuhi te kōrero nei i 
te reo Māori, ā, e ai ki ngā kōrero tuku iho, ka pātai a Tā Pou i ngā pātai uaua 
mō ngā tāne me ngā wāhine i haere ki te tautoko i a Ngāti Maniapoto i te 
pakanga e kīia nei ko Ōrākau. Ko wai mā rātau? He aha rātau i haere ai? He 
aha tā rātau mahi i reira? He aha hoki te hononga ki a Ngāti Maniapoto?

A remarkable account in te reo Māori of Tūhoe 
involvement in the battle of Ōrākau.

Te Rautakitahi o Tūhoe ki Ōrākau is an account of Tūhoe involvement in the 
battle of Ōrākau in the New Zealand wars by Sir William Te Rangiua ‘Pou’ 
Temara. Written in te reo Māori and based on oral sources, Tā Pou asks the 
big questions about the Tūhoe men and women who went to fight with Ngāti 
Maniapoto at Ōrākau. Who were they? Why did they go and what did they 
do there? What was the nature of their alliance with Ngāti Maniapoto?
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He Mihi

Kua roa e takoto ana ēnei kōrero i te puna o takamuri, o whakatenetene. 
I tēnei rā, kua oti, kua tukua te ao o te pō kia mihia e te ao mārama.

Tēnā koutou e aku kuia, koroua e takoto mai nā i roto i a Maniapoto. 
Ko koutou te whakahere utu nui a Tūhoe, i matemate i te marae o te 
pakanga i Ōrākau. Koutou i hinga atu ki te umupokapoka o te riri, nā 
Papatūānuku koutou i awhi ki te oneone, ki te pakiaka, i ngā wāhi i hinga 
ai koutou. Ahakoa kua oneonetia, ko te maumahara ki a koutou e kore e 
ngaro, ka mau tonu haere ake nei. 

E kui mā, e koro mā, koutou i hoki ora mai i te marae o te pakanga i 
Ōrākau ki te āhuru mōwai i Ruatāhuna, te kōhanga i wehe atu ai koutou, 
anei rā ngā maioha taurangi ki a koutou.

I roto i ngā tau mai i te wā o te pakanga ki Ōrākau, e kōrerohia ana 
koutou e te hunga tuhi hītori. He uaua ka puta te kupu whakanui i a 
koutou, hāunga ngā kupu tāwai o te iwi hara, o te iwi whakatete. I roto i 
ēnei tau, e wahangū ana koutou. E noho ana ngā kōrero mō koutou i roto 
i ngā kohu o tō koutou kāinga o Te Urewera. I te rā nei kua kōrerohia 
koutou, kua ari mai koutou i te kohu. Kua riro mā te uri o te Rautakitahi 
ki Ōrākau koutou e kōrero. A koe, Paitini Wī Tāpeka (Paitini), e taku 
koroua, Tarei, e te tipuna kuia, Animiraka Te Umuariki, a koe Hinepau 
– te puhi o Mātaatua – ko koutou ētahi o te Rautakitahi i mahora ki te 
riu o te riri, ki te aroaro o Maniapoto i manawaweratia ai. 

Koutou i hoki mai, e taku koroua, Paitini, ko koe i hoki mai, ko tō 
pāpā i mate atu; a koe, e taku tipuna kuia, Te Mauniko, kōrua ko tō pāpā 
a Te Whenuanui, rangatira o te whakahekenga ariki i a Te Umuariki. 
Ko koe rā, e Nua i kauhautia, i kākahuria ki te kupu tāwai o whakaiti 
e te hunga kāore i tipu ake i te ao Māori, kāore he paku mōhiotanga 
ki tōu ao, ki āu tikanga, ki ngā whakaaro ngākau Māori. Me pēhea e 
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taea ai e kanohi tauhou ki āu tikanga te kōrero i ōu whakaaro Māori? 
Whakanuia ana ko kiri mā, whakairia ana te kōrero o te tangata hara ki 
a koutou. Ko koutou o te Rautakitahi i rongo i te pūtātara me te piukara 
o te riri, ko koutou i haere ki te utu i te karanga a Rewi Maniapoto. Nā, ko 
te haurua i mate atu – tāne, wāhine. Āe, i roto i ngā tau e korohikohiko 
ana tā koutou moe. I tēnei rā me au te moe. 

Ka mihi hoki ki ngā karawa i whai wāhi mai ki tēnei rangahau. Ko 
Tamaroa Nikora tērā, te manu auware o te pō, kāore e moe i te ngana 
ki te rangahau kōrero, ki te whakaoho i a mātau i ngā hāora e moe ana 
te ao, ki te werowero i ō mātau whakaaro. He tangata whakapapa. Tōku 
waimarie i a Tamaroa. Ngā maioha nui ki a Te Wharehuia Milroy rāua 
ko Hirini Melbourne, te tokorua nā rāua i kōkiri te kerēme raupatu a 
Tūhoe i ngā tau whakapaunga o te rautau rua tekau. Ko tētahi wāhanga 
o tā rāua rautaki ko te haere ki Ōrākau ki te whakatau i te Rautakitahi 
i mate atu ki reira, ko te whenua te take. Nō te tau 2000 i takahia ai e 
Tūhoe te ara ki Ōrākau. Tōku waimarie ki te uru atu hai hoa mō rātau. 
E Tama, e Whare, e Hī, kimi noa, rangahau noa, kai hea rā koutou ka 
ngaro nei?

E mihi ana hoki ki a Matu White, ki a Te Rau Wāhia, ki a Ru Tahuri 
mō ngā tāpiritanga mai ki ēnei kōrero. Rātau katoa kua riro ki Hawaiki. 
O ngā kaikōrero mai, kotahi anō kai te ora tonu, nō tōku whakatipuranga. 
Koia ko taku tuakana, ko Te Tokawhakaea Temara. E mihi ana.

Kia tahuri ake ki ō mātau kuia, koroua, nā rātau nei i whāngai ki te  
kai mārō, ki ngā kōrero o tō rātau ao me te ao o ngā whakatipuranga 
o mua atu. I noho tahi rātau me ngā mōrehu o Ōrākau, i kōrerohia 
ngā kōrero ki a rātau e aua ika-a-Whiro. Mā ngā kupu kai te puku o te 
whakairi whare nei e ora ake ai rātau.
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Nā reira, ka takina ngā kupu hai whakamānu i ēnei kōrero:

E Para i te rangi.
Tukua atu rā ‘hau
Kia rere i te ao tāwhanawhana
Hai mātakitakina mā te tini, mā te mano,
Hai kai mā te whatu, 
Hai ui mā te whakaaro.
Hoatu ki tai, hoatu ki uta,
Hau hinga atu, hau hinga mai,
Tukua atu au kia puta ki waho rā;
Kia kitea ko au tēnei, ko te Rautakitahi
Ka ngaoko, ka ngaora
Ki te ao mārama!

Nā Pou Temara
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